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EXPLANATORY PREFACE 

This volume is a supplement to the "First Records of 
Baltimore Town and Jones Town 1729-1797," and "Records 
of City of Baltimore (City Commissioners) 1797-1813," pre­
viously issued. The data here given should have been in­
cluded in the foregoing volumes, as it covers the same period 
and is of the same general character. The records, however, 
were not discovered until after the first books were issued; 
hence this supplement is actually a part of the previous pub­
lications and should be read in connection with them. 

This work contains boundary establishments of tracts, lots, 
streets and levels (or grades), which are not recorded in the 
volumes of 1905-6. The records are those of the City Com­
missioners, the originals being in custody of the City Librarian. 
In order t© avoid confusion it may be well to note that the City 
Commissioners were not alone entrusted with the duties of 
making establishments and grades. 

The records of a Special Commission 1728 to 1797; West­
ern and Eastern Precinct Commissioners 1810 to 1817, which 
were engaged in the same work, will be published later, and 
should be consulted to exhaust the subject of early "estab­
lishments," "grades," etc. 

The Special Commission referred to above should not be 
confus jd with (temporary) special commissions which laid out 
certain streets. Legislative Acts show that sundry commis­
sioners of this character were authorized, but their records are 
very meager. 

This printed copy has been made to conform to the origi­
nals as nearly as possible. There was no effort to correct, 
revise or interfere in any detail. 

W. F. C. 
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List of Levels 

commencing the 17th July 1797 
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GEORGE STREET 
17th July 1797. 

RESOLVED, that the level of George Street be as follows. 
beginning opposite Peter Steele's door, and thence West with 
a descent of one Inch in every ten feet to the Market Square, 
and from the same beginning East with the same Descent to 
Ann Street. 

PITT STREET 
21st August 

RESOLVED, that Pitt street have the following level, to 
wit Beginning at the centre of an Alley, between Dr. John 
Coulter's & Lewis De Rochburne's lots, thence eastwardly 
with a regular Descent to the water, and from said Alley 
westwardly with a regular Descent to Ann Street. 

WATER STREET 
4th September. 

RESOLYED, that the level of Water Street be as follows, 
beginning at the level of the pavement in Public Alley, 
thence with a Descent of one Inch in every ten feet, to the 
Centre of the Alley on the west side of Job Smiths Ware­
house, thence ascending with an equal grade to the pavement 
on the west side of Calvert street, and that the Alleys leading 
from the said street to Front street, have the following levels, 
to wit Beginning at the level of Water street, and thence with 
a graduel descent to the tops of the logs at the head of the 
dock back of Messrs Yellot and Hollingsworth's Warehouses. 

BOND STREET 
28th July 1798. 

RESOLVED, that Bond Street from the North side of Fleet 
Street, have an Ascent of one Inch and one sixteenth of an 
Inch in every ten feet to the South side of Wilks Street. 

WILKS STREET 
16th May 1799. 

RESOLVED, that wilks Street, have one inch and one half 
of an inch, Descent in every ten feet from Bond street to 
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6 RECORDS OF 

Caroline street, and from thence to Spencers Alley an ascent 
of one inch in every ten feet and from thence West to the East 
side of Eden street a Descent of one inch in every ten feet. 

HOWARD STREET 
28th May 

RESOLVED, that Howard Street from the north gutter of 
Saratoga Street to the South gutter of Mulberry street have 
an Ascent of four inches in every ten feet, and from the North 
gutter of Mulberry street to the South gutter of Franklin 
Street an ascent of four inches & a half in every ten feet. 

FAYETTE STREET 
11th July 1799. 

RESOLVED, that Fayette Street have a Descent of about 
five inches & one fourth of an inch, in every ten feet from 
Howard Street to the west side of North street and from the 
East side of North street an even regular Descent to the west 
side of liberty street. 

CHARLES STREET 
30th July. 

RESOLVED, that Charles Street have a Descent of one inch 
and a half in every ten feet from the Centre of said street from 
the south gutter of Pratt street to the North gutter of Camp-
den street and that said Charles Street have an ascent of one 
inch in every ten feet from the south gutter of Campden 
street to the Centre of the square between Campden and 
Conway Streets and a descent of one inch from said Centre 
to the North gutter of Conway Street, and that the same 
grade shall be adopted between Conway and Barre Streets as 
is fixed between Conway -and Campden streets. 

ALICE ANNA STREET 
20th August. 

RESOLVED, that Alice Anna Street have a Descent of 
three fourths of an inch in every ten feet from the East gutter 
of Market Street to the west gutter of Ann Street—Extended 
See. 27th March 1801. 
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BALTIMORE CITY. 7 

CONAWAGO STREET 
19th March 1800. 

RESOLVED, that Conawago Street, have an even regular 
descent from two inches below the top of a Stone marked 
R S at the North East corner of Richardson Stuarts Brick 
Nail Manufactory on the south side of said street to Liberty 
street., 

EUTAW STREET 
8th April. 

RESOLVED, that Eutaw Street have an ascent of one inch 
and three quarters of an inch in every ten feet from the thick­
ness of two bricks above the stone work of Daniel Raymonds 
brick House on the North side of Lexington street at its 
intersection with Eutaw street to the height of twenty-six 
inches above the sills of George Kurtz frame House at the 
intersection of Eutaw and Saratoga streets. 

MARKET SPACE 
9th April. 

RESOLVED, that Market Space have one and a half inch 
ascent in every ten feet from the south gutter of water street 
to the distance of thirty six feet south, & then that the west 
side of said space have one inch Descent in every ten feet 
conducting the water from the westward of the Centre of said 
space into the Dock; and that the East side thereof have the 
same grade to the North gutter of Pratt Street. 

PRATT STREET 

Also RESOLVED, that Pratt street from the Centre of 
Market space, have one inch and a half descent in every ten 
feet to Jones's Falls. 

JONES STREET 
29th April. 

RESOLVED, that Jones Street have one inch ascent in 
every ten feet from the front door of Jacob Millers Brick 
House to the Bend in said Street and from thence to have 
one even descent to thirty inches below the stone work of 
Saml. Davis's brick Building standing on the west Extremity 
of Jones Town. 
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P T T T QTTJWTfT iNB' This grade iays over for 
ri 1 1 & 1 Kttli 1 \ further consideration. 

Also RESOLVED, that Pitt Street have an Ascent East 
from High street to Milk lane in 
every ten feet from thirty inch below the top of the sill of 
the East door of Amos Underbills Brick House. 

PUBLIC ALLEY 
19th May. 

RESOLVED, that Public Alley have a Descent of one inch 
in every ten feet from the south side of New street to the 
end of the Wharf at the line of the south side of Pratt street. 

LANCASTER STREET 
9th June 1800. 

RESOLVED, that Lancaster Street from Bond street have 
a Descent of one inch and a half in every ten feet for the 
distance of one Hundred feet from west side of Bond street. 

PRATT STREET 
28th February 1801. 

RESOLVED, that Pratt street from the west gutter of 
Light Street have an ascent of four inches in every ten feet 
for the distance of fifty feet, then with one even ascent to 
the East gutter of Charles Street, and in consequence of an 
over proportion of Water falling into the Bason at the end of 
Light Street, 

RESOLVED, that all the water which comes down Pratt 
Street west of Charles Street shall be conveyed down said 
street to Camden street and thence into the Bason, but for the 
present as a temporary convenience it is agreed that the water 
may pass down Pratt Street untill Charles street is paved be­
tween Pratt and Camden Streets and no longer. 

CALVERT STREET 
2nd March. 

RESOLVED, that Calvert Street extended have a Descent 
of six inches in every ten feet for the distance of sixty five 
feet from the center of East street, thence a Descent of four 
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BALTIMORE CITY. 9 

inches in every ten feet for the further distance of one 
Hundred and twenty feet. 

ALICE-ANNA-STREET 
27th March 1801. 

RESOLVED, that Alice-Anna street have a Descent of 
three quarters of an inch in every ten feet from the East Gut­
ter of Market Street to Washington Street. 

MARKET STREET FELLS POINT 
28th April. 

RESOLVED, that Market Street have a regular ascent 
from the North gutter of Lancaster Street to the south gut­
ter of Alice-Anna street and from the North gutter of Alice-
Anna street one inch in every ten feet to the South gutter of 
Fleet street. 

FLEET STREET 

Also RESOLVED, that Fleet street have a regular Descent 
from the west gutter of Market street to the East gutter of 
Bond street. 

GEORGE STREET 

Also RESOLVED, that George street have a Descent of one 
inch in every ten feet from the East gutter of Ann Street to 
Washington Streets 

LANCASTER STREET 
1st June 1801. 

RESOLVED, that Lancaster street from the Market square 
have one inch ascent in every ten feet to the distance of 
seventy feet, from thence one inch descent in every ten feet 
to Ann street the West side thereof, and not less than seven 
eighths of an inch in every ten feet from thence to the Water. 

ARGYLE ALLEY 

Also RESOLVED, that Argyle Alley have an uniform des­
cent from fleet street to Alice-Anna street. 
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STILL HOUSE STREET 
15th June. 

RESOLVED, that Still House street have a descent of one 
inch in every ten feet from the North side of King George 
street to Still House Alley, then with an ascent from the 
North side of still House Alley to the top of the Stone wall 
of the foundation of the North East corner of the Still House. 

CAROLINE STREET 
17th July 1801. 

RESOLVED, that Caroline Street have a Descent of three 
quarters of an Inch in every ten feet from the south gutter 
of Wilks street to the North gutter of Fleet Street. 

FLEET STREET 

Also RESOLVED, that Fleet Street have one nniform De­
scent from the West side of Bond street to the East gutter of 
Caroline Street from thence with a descent of three Quarters 
of an inch in every ten feet to the East gutter of Harford 
Street, or the Canal which may hereafter be fixed there. 

LEXINGTON STREET 
29th July. 

RESOLVED, that Lexington Street have a Descent of one 
inch & one quarter of an inch in every ten feet from the East 
gutter of Howard street to the West gutter of Liberty street. 

CAMPDEN STREET 
31 July. 

RESOLVED, that Campden Street have a regular ascent 
from West gutter of Hanover Street to the East gutter of 
Howard Street. 

TEN FEET ALLEY 
1st February 1802. 

RESOLVED, that ten feet Alley have an even regular De­
scent fiom the Intersection of said Alley and Conawago Street 
to the North gutter of Chatham street. 
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CITY COMMISSIONERS OFFICE 

We Hereby Certify that the foregoing is a true 
Copy of the Journal of our proceedings as far as relates to 
the levelling of the Streets, lanes and Alleys, and return the 
same to the Registers office, as Witness our Hands this 
15th day of February 1802. 

DAVID MCMECHEN 

DAVID WILLIAMSON 

E. ELLICOTT 

RlCHD. L/AWSON 

FRONT STREET 

Baltimore 15th march 1802. 
WHEREAS the whole of the proprietors of lots situated on 

Front street between Baltimore street and Pitt or Wapping street 
by their petition dated the 17th. february last have set forth that 
they will be considerably injured if the said Front street is paved 
according to the grade established on the 27th day of June 
1785 and praying that said grade may be made null & void & 
that the City Commissioners may establish such grade as to 
them may seem best — The City Commissioners having con­
sidered said petition & judging the same to be reasonable, 
therefore RESOLVED, that Front street have an even regular 
descent from Baltimore Street extended to Pitt street or Wap­
ping Street. 

AL,BEMARL,E STREET 
April 23d, 1802 

RESOLVED, that Albemarle street have an ascent of one inch 
in every ten feet from the South Gutter of Polly street to the 
Northside of Wilkes Street and then have a descent of one Inch 
in every ten feet to the North Gutter of Wilkes street. 

WILKES STREET 

RESOLVED that wilkes street have a descent of one inch 
& one quarter in ten feet from the East Gutter of Albemarle 
street to Harford street, & that said Wilkes street have a de­
scent of one Inch and a quarter in ten feet from the West Gut­
ter of Albemarle street to Jones's Falls. 
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